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which it differs in language, and still more in thought. It
seems clear that the old worship returned when Zarathushtra
was gone. The collective name of the old gods was stij^ used
to describe demons, but they themselves were worshipped as
angels, only formally subordinated to Ahura Mazdah. A fur-
ther and very drastic modification wasTdue to the Magi,jan
indigenousjjpriestly tribe much r^semblingjbhe Brahmans, who
worked their way into the priesthood qf^Persian religion,
probably ^after the reforms of Zarathushtra had (somewhat
feebly) influenced it. The Magi had special customs and
beliefs of their own, some of which they brought with them
into their adopted cultus. Most conspicuous was the ritual,
which has practically no link with the Gathas, though Parsis
do not recognize inconsistency between the two. It goes with
a system which may not unfairly be called Dualist, inasmuch
as every creature of the Good Spirit is balanced by a creation
of the Evil. That power is now called Ajag^J!CliSyu)e Enemy
Spirit/ from a casual epithet once found in the Gathas. Since
however the Magi retained the dogma of the ultimate and
complete destruction of evil, it may be doubted whether
Dualism is a really appropriate term.

Such is in very brief outline the probable development of
the religion we have to describe. We now turn to details, and
begin naturally with Zarathushtra.